
Franz’s CEO, Jans Aasman to
Present  at  the  Smart  Data
Conference in San Jose
OAKLAND, Calif. — May 26, 2015 — Franz Inc.’s CEO, Dr. Jans
Aasman, will present at the Smart Data Conference this August
in San Jose, CA. The Smart Data Conference is designed to
accommodate all levels of technical understanding, and brings
together  emerging  disciplines  that  are  focused  on  more
intelligent information gathering and analysis.

Healthcare Analytics with a Smart Data Lake

Montefiore Medical Center in collaboration with Franz, Intel,
Cloudera and Cisco created a scalable and extensible Learning
Healthcare System platform for accountable care and precision
medicine initiatives. The underlying Hadoop based big data
platform is called a “Semantic Data Lake” (SDL).

The  SDL  integrates  complex  information  and  analytic
requirements  including:

Basic science
Clinical
Population
Community
Environmental
Behavioral
Wellness research data

The SDL links and fuses domain specific models (ontologies),
biomedical  terminologies  and  taxonomy  systems,  and  other
contextual metadata with ERP data, Electronic Medical Records,
and medical device data in massive volumes. The SDL provides a
uniform, semantically integrated, self-descriptive information
repository  based  on  graph  representations  of  multi-source,
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heterogeneous data (including free text clinical narratives).
This platform is expected to grow to 4 trillion edges by the
end of 2015.

Montefiore  uses  this  platform  for  scalable  knowledge-based
analytics for classification, pattern recognition, predictive
modeling, and simulations. We will demonstrate how we can
create  smart  applications  for  decision  support,  fraud
detection,  risk  management,  personalized  care  management,
signal detection and notifications.

 

About Dr. Aasman

Jans  Aasman  started  his  career  as  an  experimental  and
cognitive psychologist, earning his PhD in cognitive science
with a detailed model of car driver behavior using Lisp and
Soar.  He  has  spent  most  of  his  professional  life  in
telecommunications research, specializing in intelligent user
interfaces and applied artificial intelligence projects. From
1995  to  2004,  he  was  also  a  part-time  professor  in  the
Industrial Design department of the Technical University of
Delft. Jans is currently the CEO of Franz Inc., the leading
supplier of commercial, persistent, and scalable RDF database
products that provide the storage layer for powerful reasoning
and  ontology  modeling  capabilities  for  Semantic  Web
applications.

Accomplishments:

Dr. Aasman has gained notoriety as a conference speaker at
such events as Semantic Technologies Conference, International
Semantic  Web  Conference,  Java  One,  Enterprise  Data  World,
Semantics in Healthcare and Life Sciences, Linked Data Planet,
INSA, GeoWeb, AAAI, NoSQLNow, Graph Data Management, RuleML,
IEEE conferences, and DEBS to name a few.

About Franz Inc.



Franz’s semantic technology solutions help bring Web 3.0 ideas
to reality. The company is the leading supplier of commercial,
persistent and scalable Graph Database products. AllegroGraph
is a high-performance database capable of storing and querying
billions of RDF statements. The product provides solutions for
customers to combine unstructured and structured data using
W3C standard RDF for creating new Web 3.0 applications as well
as identifying new opportunities for Business Intelligence in
the Enterprise.  AllegroGraph’s Activity Recognition package
provides a powerful means to aggregate and analyze data about
individual  and  organizational  behaviors,  preferences,
relationships,  plus  spatial  and  temporal  linkages  between
individuals and groups. Franz customers include Fortune 500
companies  in  the  government,  life  sciences  and
telecommunications  industries.  For  more  information,
visit  www.franz.com.

All trademarks and registered trademarks in this document are
the properties of their respective owners.

Franz’s CEO, Jans Aasman to
Present  at  the  2015  NOSQL
NOW! Conference in San Jose
OAKLAND, Calif. — May 22, 2015 — Franz Inc.’s CEO, Dr. Jans
Aasman, will present at the 2015 NoQL Now! conference this
August  in  San  Jose,  CA.  The  fifth  annual  NoSQL  Now!
Conference  is  the  largest  vendor-neutral  forum  focused  on
NoSQL (Not Only SQL) technologies. The conference is intended
for every enterprise looking for better, faster and cheaper
solutions to manage its growing databases and data stores.
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Spark and SPARQL for the Intelligent Data Lake

‘Data Lake’ refers to the new practice in large enterprises to
store all potentially relevant data in a Hadoop infrastructure
for later analytics. Data Lakes promise to play a vital role
in data analytics and numerous vendors are marketing Data
Lakes  as  an  essential  part  of  a  comprehensive  Big  Data
strategy.  Gartner  recently  noted  that  this  approach  is
susceptible to problems with governance, provenance, curation,
access control and that it would be very helpful if the data
was self describing. So Gartner recommended strategies to add
semantic consistency to a Data Lake.

We will present a Semantic Data Lake project, architected on
top of Hadoop, that takes as input any data type (i.e. csv
files,  json,  json-ld,  XML,  unstructured  text,  etc).  The
project includes a semantic layer that leverages a distributed
parallel semantic indexing engine. This semantically indexed
Data Lake can be accessed via map-reduce, Apache SPARK and
SPARQL.

The project use case was developed for a hospital chain that
already adheres to the Accountable Care Act (ACA) but needed a
Data  Lake  that  could  provide  (predictive)  analytics  for
population research and personalized medicine. The resulting
Data Lake contains internal data, data from other hospitals in
the same region and publicly available data such as a drug
database, clinical trials, etc. All data in the Semantic Data
Lake has been curated and transformed to fit ontologies and
vocabularies like Mesh, Snomed and UMLS. In addition, all
temporal relationships in the hospital data are preserved to
provide causal analytics.

 

About Dr. Aasman

Jans  Aasman  started  his  career  as  an  experimental  and
cognitive psychologist, earning his PhD in cognitive science
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with a detailed model of car driver behavior using Lisp and
Soar.  He  has  spent  most  of  his  professional  life  in
telecommunications research, specializing in intelligent user
interfaces and applied artificial intelligence projects. From
1995  to  2004,  he  was  also  a  part-time  professor  in  the
Industrial Design department of the Technical University of
Delft. Jans is currently the CEO of Franz Inc., the leading
supplier of commercial, persistent, and scalable RDF database
products that provide the storage layer for powerful reasoning
and  ontology  modeling  capabilities  for  Semantic  Web
applications.

Accomplishments:

Dr. Aasman has gained notoriety as a conference speaker at
such events as Semantic Technologies Conference, International
Semantic  Web  Conference,  Java  One,  Enterprise  Data  World,
Semantics in Healthcare and Life Sciences, Linked Data Planet,
INSA, GeoWeb, AAAI, NoSQLNow, Graph Data Management, RuleML,
IEEE conferences, and DEBS to name a few.

About Franz Inc.

Franz’s semantic technology solutions help bring Web 3.0 ideas
to reality. The company is the leading supplier of commercial,
persistent and scalable Graph Database products. AllegroGraph
is a high-performance database capable of storing and querying
billions of RDF statements. The product provides solutions for
customers to combine unstructured and structured data using
W3C standard RDF for creating new Web 3.0 applications as well
as identifying new opportunities for Business Intelligence in
the Enterprise.  AllegroGraph’s Activity Recognition package
provides a powerful means to aggregate and analyze data about
individual  and  organizational  behaviors,  preferences,
relationships,  plus  spatial  and  temporal  linkages  between
individuals and groups. Franz customers include Fortune 500
companies  in  the  government,  life  sciences  and
telecommunications  industries.  For  more  information,
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visit  www.franz.com.

All trademarks and registered trademarks in this document are
the properties of their respective owners.

Bloor  Research  Positions
AllegroGraph as a ‘Champion’
in Burgeoning Graph Database
Market
Graph Databases Identified as the Fastest Growing Segment of

the Database Market

OAKLAND, Calif. — May 5, 2015 — Franz, Inc., the leading
supplier  of  Semantic  Graph  Database  technology,  today
announced its flagship product, AllegroGraph, has been named a
Champion by Bloor Research in its recent Graph Database Market
Update report. AllegroGraph is a high performance Semantic
Graph Database that enables analytics by leveraging the W3C
industry  standards.  Graph  databases  are  skyrocketing  in
popularity and have grown by 400% in the past two years,
according to a recent DBMS ranking by DB-Engines.

“We are excited that Graph and RDF Databases are beginning to
get the attention that they deserve,” said Dr. Jans Aasman,
CEO,  Franz  Inc.  “In  today’s  data-driven  environments,  the
ability  to  quickly  analyze  data  from  diverse  sources  is
becoming critical. We are already seeing how Semantic Graph
Databases  with  predictive  analytics  can  help  transform
healthcare  through  Precision  Medicineand  make  us  safer
through Insider Threat Detection.”
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“Graph  databases  handle  a  class  of  issues  that  are  too
structured  for  NoSQL  and  too  diverse  for  relational
technologies,”  according  to  Bloor  Research.  “Relational
databases are inherently limited to one-to-one, many-to-one
and one-to-many relationships. They do not cater well for
problems (such as bill of materials – a classic case) that are
many-to-many. For these types of requirements graph databases
not only perform way better than relational databases, but
they allow some types of query that are simply not possible
otherwise. Semantic query support tends to be particularly
strong in triple stores. Another major point is that research
suggests that graph visualizations are very easy and intuitive
for users.” (Source: Bloor Research, Graph Databases, Philip
Howard, April 13, 2015)

About AllegroGraph
AllegroGraph is a database technology that enables businesses
to  extract  sophisticated  decision  insights  and  predictive
analytics from highly complex, distributed data that cannot be
uncovered  with  conventional  databases.  Unlike  traditional
databases or NoSQL databases, AllegroGraph employs semantic
graph  technologies  that  process  data  with  contextual  and
conceptual intelligence. AllegroGraph is able run queries of
unprecedented complexity to support predictive analytics that
help organizations make more informed, real-time decisions.

About Franz Inc.
Franz Inc. is an innovative technology company with expert
knowledge in developing and deploying Graph Search solutions.
AllegroGraph,  Franz’s  flagship,  high-performance,
transactional, and scalable Graph Database, provides the solid
storage layer for powerful Enterprise grade NoSQL solutions.
AllegroGraph’s  Activity  Recognition  capabilities  provides  a
powerful means to aggregate and analyze data about individual
and organizational behaviors, preferences, relationships, plus
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spatial and temporal linkages between individuals and groups.

For  additional  Franz  Inc  customer  success  stories  please
visit:

AllegroGraph – http://franz.com/agraph/success/
Allegro CL – http://franz.com/success/

Franz’s  Professional  Service  team  is  in  the  business  of
helping companies turn Data into Information and Information
into Knowledge. We combine Data, Business Intelligence, and
Analytics  consulting  services  under  one  roof  for  our
customers.

Franz, an American owned company based in Oakland, California,
is committed to market-driven product development, the highest
levels of product quality and responsive customer support and
service. Franz customers include Fortune 500 companies in the
government, life sciences and telecommunications industries.
Franz  has  demonstrated  consistent  growth  and  profitability
since inception. For more information, visit franz.com.

All trademarks and registered trademarks in this document are
the properties of their respective owners.

New York Times Article – Is
There  a  Smarter  Path  to
Artificial Intelligence?
From the New York Times – June 20, 2018

This article caught our attention because they featured a
startup that was using Prolog for AI.   We have been strong
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proponents of Prolog for Semantic Graph solutions for many
years.

For the past five years, the hottest thing in artificial
intelligence has been a branch known as deep learning. The
grandly  named  statistical  technique,  put  simply,  gives
computers a way to learn by processing vast amounts of data.
Thanks to deep learning, computers can easily identify faces
and recognize spoken words, making other forms of humanlike
intelligence suddenly seem within reach.

Companies like Google, Facebook and Microsoft have poured
money into deep learning. Start-ups pursuing everything from
cancer cures to back-office automation trumpet their deep
learning  expertise.  And  the  technology’s  perception  and
pattern-matching  abilities  are  being  applied  to  improve
progress in fields such as drug discovery and self-driving
cars.

But now some scientists are asking whether deep learning is
really so deep after all……

………Those  other,  non-deep  learning  tools  are  often  old
techniques employed in new ways. At Kyndi, a Silicon Valley
start-up, computer scientists are writing code in Prolog, a
programming language that dates to the 1970s. It was designed
for the reasoning and knowledge representation side of A.I.,
which processes facts and concepts, and tries to complete
tasks that are not always well defined. Deep learning comes
from the statistical side of A.I. known as machine learning.

Our Tweet with links to AllegroGraph Prolog documenation and
the full article:

nytimestech “computer scientists are writing code in #Prolog…
It was designed for the reasoning and knowledge representation
side of #AI ….” https://buff.ly/2lmYwkv  – #AllegroGraph is
the only #GraphDatabase to include #Prolog for your AI apps.
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Tim Berners-Lee – “The Next
Web” – TED Presentation
In 2009 Tim Berners-Lee presented his vision of the Semantic
Web.  Here is his visionary TED Talk
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